Proposed  structure  for  the  Union  Church  of  Havana 


Cuba  is  a  neighbor 


HAT  does  Cuba  mean  to  you,  or  to 
the  average  American?  The  source 
of  sugar  cane — early  vegetables — bootleg 
whiskey?  Roosevelt  and  his  Rough 
Riders?  An  example  of  America’s  gener- 
osity  in  helping  an  oppressed  people? 

Cuba  implies  all  of  this  and  much  more, 
for  Cuba  from  its  smallest  earthen-floor 
hut  to  the  magnificent  homes  in  its  capital 
is  much  more  than  a  sugar  plantation. 

Havana,  the  flower  of  the  island,  is  a 
foreign  city  to  the  average  American  as 
truly  as  is  Madrid,  Vienna  or  Venice,  yet 
it  is  so  near  the  shores  of  the  United  States 
that  frequent  ferry  service  brings  visitors 
in  a  few  hours  from  Key  West. 

Havana  boasts  of  many  high  priced  auto¬ 


mobiles,  lofty  cathedral  spires  and  an  edu¬ 
cational  plant,  the  University  of  Havana, 
whose  roots  go  back  to  the  days  when 
Ponce  de  Leon  was  searching  the  main¬ 
land  for  his  fabled  spring.  It  admits  its 
many  narrow  streets,  its  number  of  poorly 
clad  children,  and  the  poverty  of  many  of 
its  people.  And  asks  for  help! 

America  in  days  past  has  helped  Cuba 
much,  as  a  nation,  and  as  individuals. 
When  our  soldiers  were  ordered  home  and 
the  Spaniards  had  left,  we  did  not  with¬ 
draw  our  moral  support.  America  real¬ 
ised,  as  did  our  Pilgrim  forefathers,  that  a 
worthy  nation  is  founded  only  upon  a 
strict  morality,  a  worthy  conception  of 
Christianity. 


services  same  day  in  one  building 


OF  THE  half  million  persons  in  Havana, 
about  8,000  are  English-speaking.  Many 
of  these  are  managers  of  branch  offices, 
sent  to  Cuba  from  the  United  States,  the  British 
Isles  and  Canada.  A  goodly  proportion  are 
young,  just  getting  started  in  junior  positions. 
Many  of  them  feel  the  need  of  Protestant 
Christianity  for  themselves  and  their  children  to 
help  them  develop  into  the  best  type  of  citizen 
for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

There  is  small  choice  of  Protestant  churches 
in  the  city.  The  largest  has  a  membership  of 
1 20  and  worships  in  a  downtown  mission  build¬ 
ing  in  a  section  of  the  city  four  miles  from  the 
English-speaking  residential  quarter.  During 
the  fall  and  winter  the  congregations  frequently 
arc  double  the  member  ship .  In  this  building 
there  is  preaching  service  in  English  at  11.00, 
in  Chinese  at  1.30  and  in  Spanish  at  8.00.  This 
is  the  only  church  for  the  40,000  Chinese  in  this 
city  of  many  races  and  nationalities.  There  are 
Sunday  schools  and  other  organizations  con¬ 
nected  with  the  three  distinct  congregations, 
ministered  to  by  different  pastors. 

Such  is  the  Union  Church  of  Havana,  occu¬ 
pying  a  position  in  this  capital  comparable  to  the 
American  church  of  Paris  with  its  wide  ministry 
to  English-speaking  residents  of  that  city. 

This  church  became  self-supporting  three 
years  ago,  after  being  under  the  protecting  wing 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A.,  for  eight 
years.  The  congregation  is  growing,  but  its 
vision  of  large  possibilities  for  good  has  far  out¬ 
run  its  financial  ability.  It  needs  a  place  of 
meeting  more  nearly  consistent  with  its  openings 
among  the  English-speaking  population. 

In  1925  an  option  was  taken  upon  lots  four 
miles  away  toward  the  newer  residence  section, 
and  in  February,  1926,  this  land  was  pur¬ 


chased.  We  plan  to  go  slowly,  constructing  the 
Sabbath  school  building  first.  The  budget  con¬ 
templates  the  spending  of  $300,000  for  the 
three  units  and  the  land.  The  first  unit  will  cost 
about  $45,000.  The  project  was  approved  by 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  National  Missions 
and  a  committee  has  been  at  work  for  two  years 
in  an  endeavor  to  secure  three-quarters  of  the 
needed  sum  in  the  United  States.  The  Havana 
congregation  pledged  itself  to  raise  the  other 
quarter. 

As  of  October  1  there  had  been  raised  in 
cash  and  pledges,  a  total  of  $90,000. 

To  help  in  the  completion  of  the  project  we 
are  bold  to  offer  you  a  partnership  in  building  an 
adequate  house  of  worship  for  the  men  and 
women  of  your  own  tongue,  resident  for  two  to 
five  years  in  one  of  the  most  needy  religious 
places  in  the  world. 

The  new  church  plant  has  been  endorsed  by 
denominational  authorities  in  America  and  by 
business  men  in  Havana.  One  of  the  trustees  of 
the  church  gave  $25,000  to  the  project.  Among 
those  who  know  first  hand  of  Havana  religious 
conditions  and  are  working  for  the  success  of 
the  project  are  Dr.  John  A.  Marquis,  general 
secretary  Presbyterian  Board  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions;  Dr.  S.  Guy  Inman,  chairman,  committee 
on  Co-operation  in  Latin  America;  Dr.  Ernest 
M.  Halh'day,  secretary,  Church  Extension 
Boards  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Dr. 
Worth  M.  Tippy,  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America;  Dr.  George  C.  Pidgeon, 
Deputy  Moderator,  The  United  Church  of 
Canada;  H.  W.  Chaffee,  general  secretary, 
Havana  Y.M.C.A.;  Hugo  Hartenstein,  presi¬ 
dent,  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Cuba; 
Frederick  Snare,  president,  Havana  Country 
Club. 


Arrow  shows  location  of  the  new  church  plant 


Vice  .  .  *  church  ♦ 

CUBA  is  building  roads.  Havana  has  many 
miles  of  beautiful  broad  streets,  some  of 
which  lead  to  one  of  the  most  complete 
gambling  casinos  in  the  world!  Gambling  is  a 
passion  with  the  natives.  Thousands  of  Ameri¬ 
can  tourists  come  to  Havana  to  gamble  and  drink 
— thus  presenting  obstacles  to  the  moral  and 
spiritual  development  of  Cuba. 

Havana  without  doubt  needs  more  worthy 
churches,  more  Christianity. 

Some  activities  of  the 

Bible  School  with  graded  classes  for  boys  and 
girls  of  all  ages. 

Bible  Class  for  American  and  British  young  men 
and  women. 

Book  and  Thimble  Society  of  women,  known 
throughout  the  city  for  its  great  philanthropic 
work. 

Sigma  Alpha  Psi  Sorority  for  young  ladies  from 
15  to  20  years  of  age.  Weekly  meetings  for 
study,  social  and  social  service  work. 


*  .  this  generation 

In  the  midst  of  this  city  with  its  varied  influ¬ 
ences  come  each  year  hundreds  of  young  men 
and  women  for  the  rather  brief  period  of  work 
to  which  corporations  send  their  employes  to 
foreign  offices.  An  adequate  social  room  under 
Christian  auspices  would  be  of  tremendous  help. 
The  facilities  of  the  present  edifice  are  inade¬ 
quate  for  this  purpose,  but  we  have  made  use 
of  the  equipment  we  possess. 

present  organization 

Christian  Endeavor  Society  for  the  young 
people  of  the  Church.  Weekly  meetings  on 
Sunday  evenings. 

Week-day  School  on  Religious  Education. 
Meets  weekly  during  lenten  season  at  pastor’s 
residence. 

Bible  School  Library  of  1,200  volumes,  this 
meets  a  great  need  in  a  city  where  there  is  no 
public  library  in  English. 
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Additional  information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Merlyn  A.  Chappel,  Salud 
40,  Havana,  Cuba,  or  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
City,  Room  716,  or  from  the  treasurer  of  the  church, 
T.  F.  Holmes,  Salud  40,  Havana,  Cuba,  to  whom  checks 
should  be  made  payable. 


